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A Note From the Editors

What?! A flip-book? 
No doubt by now you’ve flipped the 2009 issue of Alpha/Outlet upside 

down and backside front a few times already, wondering whether the covers 
got mixed up, or at least trying to figure which side is the “beginning”!

Yes, the 2009 edition of Alpha and Outlet (we’ve jokingly called this 
issue Alphlet!) has been co-published as a single book.  We are proud of our 
Loras students’ work in creative and formal writing, and in this way we can 
bring together the best of the best.

Plus, this co-published issue of Alpha and Outlet signals our intention 
to launch a new literary/formal-essay magazine next year co-sponsored by 
Delta Epsilon Sigma and the English Creative Writing Program, rather than 
publish two separate works.  The new magazine will continue to publish 
works of fiction, poetry, creative nonfiction and formal essay.  From Alpha 
we’ll retain the DES tradition of sending the best work of each genre to the 
national DES writing contest; from Outlet we’ll retain the role of creative 
writing professors investing their expertise in the selection of creative work. 
DES faculty, DES students and English majors will continue to participate in 
the selection of works as well.

Students will benefit by having their work represented in a single 
magazine that boasts the best of Loras’ writing.

Both Outlet and Alpha have a treasured past.  Outlet published its first 
edition in 1974, a literary replacement to the earlier Spokesman which 
had ceased publication in 1970.  Alpha was first published in 1985 as an 
interdisciplinary All-College Writing magazine.  We appreciate and celebrate 
all who have been associated with our history of literary publications, as 
editors, participants on selection committees, and—of course—those whose 
creative and scholarly work has graced the volumes.

We think that our combined magazine, starting in 2010, will continue the 
tradition of excellent creative and scholarly writing at Loras College.

But with the promise of a new format comes a new need: What shall we 
call the magazine?  Please send your suggestions to either editor listed below 
before November 1, 2009.

Elizabeth Raschke, Ph.D.   Editor, Alpha 
Kevin Koch, Ph.D.  Editor, The Outlet

This FULL on-campus publication is available at the Loras College Library. 
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